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disapproval by self-suffering, the Government cannot help granting
redress. This is the way of satyagraha and the people of Bombay
will have an opportunity on Sunday next of giving expression in a
clean manner to such disapproval
A hartal brought about voluntarily and without pressure is a
powerful means of showing popular disapproval, but fasting is even
more so. When people fast in a religious spirit and thus demon-
strate their grief before God, it receives a certain response. Hardest
hearts are impressed by it, Fasting is regarded by all religions
as a great discipline, Those who voluntarily fast become gentle
and purified by it. A pure fast is a very powerful prayer. It is
no small thing for lakhs of people voluntarily to abstain from food
and such a fast is a satyagrahi fast. It ennobles individuals and
nations. In it there should be no intention of exercising undue
pressure upon the Government. But we do observe that like so
many other good acts, this one of fasting too is sometimes abused,
In India we often see beggars threatening to fast, fasting, or pretend-
ing to fast, until they receive what they ask for. This is duragrahi
fasting and the person so fasting degrades himself and it will be the
proper thing to let such people fast. It is false kindness to give
anything under pressure of such fasting. If it were to be otherwise,
fasting may be resorted to even for securing unlawful demands.
Where it is a question of determining the justice or otherwise of a
particular act, there is no room for any other force but that of
reason regulated by the voice of conscience The coming fast is
thus in no way to be interpreted as designed to put pressure upon
the Government.
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